
Gladsto/ie on Vatican Decrees

Vatican Decrees pamphlet were even wider. For Mr. Glad-

stone was not content with assailing the Papal claim to Infalli-

bility : he went so far as to say that "it was a political

misfortune that during the last thirty years the Roman Cathohc

Church should hâve acquired such an extension of its hold upon

the highest classes of this country." The conquests had been

chiefly among women, "but the number of maie converts, or

captives (as I might prefer to call them), lias not been

inconsiderable."

Gladstone's challenge was taken up both by Ultramontane

and Libéral Catholic champions, lay and clérical, with the

resiilt that the latter disowned the former, and their conflicting

answers revealed an extraordinary divergence of opinion among
the professing members of the Roman Church. The views of

Cardinal Manning and Lord Acton were irreconcilable; and

Manning's circular issued at the end of November amounted

to an excommunication of the followers of Dollinger, the famous

German "modernist" whom Gladstone had visited earlier in

the year, and who had been excommunicated himself in 1871

for refusing to subscribe to the Vatican decrees. But Dollinger

had refused to allow himself to be consecrated a bishop of the

old Catholic Church, and though by conviction he belonged

to the old Catholic Community he never formally joined them.

The Ultramontane organs in Rome ascribed Gladstone's

pamphlet to the alarm occasioned by the progress Romanism
was making in England, and even hinted that his attacks were

designed to clear himself of the suspicion of hidden Catholicism,

which he had incurred by his conversations with Dollinger.

This brief sketch of current theological controversy in 1874

may assist us in recognizing the incentives which animated

Punch's continued attacks on High Anglicans and Ritualists.

At the close of 1875 he quotes the following from the Church
Times:—

"We reg'ret to observe that that * chartered libertine,' the Dean
of Westminster, bas once more degraded the vénérable church which
is so unfortunate as to be committe-d to his charge, by making its

nave a lecture room in which Nonconformist Ministers may disport

themselves."
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powers to indiscreet Bishops. He accordingly formulated six

resolutions embodying the principles which ought to guide

législation on the subject. Sir William Harcourt followed,

vigorously traversing his late leader's argument, and defending

the Bill. His "Erastian Manifesto " was so favourably re-

ceived by the House that Disraeli, in a remarkable speech, made
it clear that the Government had adopted the Bill. It was in

this speech that he declared that it *'would be wise for us to

rally on the broad platform of the Reformation." As long as

the doctrines relating to the worship of the Virgin, or the

Confessional were held by Roman Catholics, he was prepared

to treat them with révérence. "What I do object to is Mass
in masquerade."

The second reading was carried without a division ; on the

following day Mr. Gladstone withdrew his resolutions; and
large majorities confirmed the principal clauses in Committee.

When the Bill came back from the Lords, Disraeli gave way
on an important amendment dealing with the question of

appeal, which the Gommons had introduced and the Lords

had thrown out; he repeated that the Bill was intended "to

put down Ritualism"; incidentally he described Lord Salis-

bury, who had repudiated "the bugbear of a majority of the

House of Gommons," as "a great master of gibes and flouts

and jeers," but appealed to the House not to fall into the trap

and lose the Bill by gratifying their amour-propre, The ap-

peal was not in vain ; the Gommons without a division decided

not to insist on their amendment, and the Bill which was
appointed to come into opération in July, 1875, was read a

third time on August 3. It is hard to say whether Sir William
Harcourt's panegyrics of Disraeli, or Disraeli 's sarcasms at

the expense of Lord Salisbury caused more remark.

But a more sensational sequel of the debates in Parliament
was provided by Mr. Gladstone's article on Ritualism in the

October Contemporary and his pamphlet issued in November
on The Vatican Decrees. By the former, in which he

insisted on the hopelessness of the attempt to Romanize the

Ghurch and people of England, he provoked the Irish Romanist
journals to fury and indignation. The réverbérations of the
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bility ; he went so far as to say that "it was a political

misfortune that during the last thirty years the Roman Catholic

Church should hâve acquired such an extension of its hold upon

the highest classes of this country." The conquests had been

chiefly among women, "but the number of maie converts, or

captives (as I might prefer to call them), has not been

inconsiderable."

Gladstone's challenge was taken up both by Ultramontane

and Libéral Catholic champions, lay and clérical, with the

resuit that the latter disowned the former, and their conflicting

answers revealed an extraordinary divergence of opinion among
the professing members of the Roman Church. The views of

Cardinal Manning and Lord Acton were irreconcilable ; and

Manning's circular issued at the end of November amounted

to an excommunication of the followers of Dollinger, the famous

German ''modernist" whom Gladstone had visited earlier in

the year, and w^ho had been excommunicated himself in 187

1

for refusing to subscribe to the Vatican decrees. But Dollinger

had refused to allow himself to be consecrated a bishop of the

old Catholic Church, and though by conviction he belonged

to the old Catholic Community he never formally joined them.

The Ultramontane organs in Rome ascribed Gladstone's

pamphlet to the alarm occasioned by the progress Romanism
was making in England, and even hinted that his attacks were

designed to clear himself of the suspicion of hidden Catholicism,

which he had incurred by his conversations with Dollinger.

This brief sketch of current theological controversy in 1874

may assist us in recognizing the incentives which animated

Punch's continued attacks on High Anglicans and Ritualists.

At the close of 1875 he quotes the following from the Church
Thn es :

—

"We regTet to observe that that * chartered libertine,' the Dean
of Westminster, has once more degraded the vénérable church which
is so unfortunate as to be committcd to his charge, by making its

nave a lecture room in which Nonconformist Ministers may disport

themselves."
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